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it ever done, except on very rare occasions. But what*
ever is spoken in Hindustanee in courts of justice, or
the like, is instantly translated and recorded in the Per-
sian language and character. When I was interpreter
for the enclosing commission in the upper provinces,
the commissioners for settling Cuttack met Lord
Hastings at Lucknow, and all their personal intercourse
was carried on in Hindustanee with the chiefs^ rajahs,
&c. But, on the other hand, all matters of Record and
written correspondence were conducted in the Persian
language."
But, as Sir Elijah himself avowed, he did not read
the affidavits, and never considered that he was bound
to read them, this dispute about his philological at-
tainments is of little consequence, except as showing the
unvarying spirit of ignorance and unfairness with which
all parts of his conduct have been held up to obloquy.
The Persian is the diplomatic, official, and documental
language of all Hindustan; and, as was proved, and
particularly pointed out by Lord Thurlow, and by the
Bishop of Rochester (Dr. Horsley), on Mr. Hastings's
trial, the greatest part of the affidavits were in Persian
and in English. These affidavits, moreover, bore the
signatures of the most respectable men, both native and
European, in that province; including the names of
several English officers who were in the service of the
Nabob of Oude; and who, like the natives, deposed that
the whole country had been in a stale of revolt, and
that the insurgent Cheyte Sing had been supplied with
funds by the Begums.
After the business of the affidavits was finished, the
Chief Justice returned to Calcutta with his wife and
attendants, travelling leisurely, though, not quite so
slowly, as he had done from that capital to Lucknow,
He was thanked by the members of the Supreme Council,
and by nearly every Englishman in Calcutta, for the
trouble he had incurred. And so far were the members
of Council from expressing any disapprobation of -what
Hastings had done at Lucknow, at Benares, or at
Chunar, that they drew up and presented to him a
warm congratulatory address. Hastings gave a. dupli-
cate of this flattering paper to my father, who carefully
preserved it among his other vouchers. Perhaps more